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employers, styled Indigo planters. The Europeans held that the
Natives were bound to continue the cultivation of indigo under
long-standing agreements. The Natives wished to escape from
these agreements, declaring that it was more profitable for them
to devote their fields to rice and other products than to cultivate
indigo. Inasmuch as the European planters were landlords on
a large scale, and the Natives were tenants, these disputes
regarding indigo rapidly acquired an agrarian character, leading
to much excitement in many districts, and in some places to
actual rioting. A commission was appointed to investigate the
subject under the presidency of Walter Scott Seton-Karr, one
of the most eminent Civil Servants in Bengal/ He was after-
wards a Judge of the High Court, Foreign Secretary to the
Government of India and Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta
University; for some time also he was one of the most brilliant
contributors to the Calcutta Seview. The report of this Com-
mission was promptly considered by the Lieutenant-Governor
of Bengal, Sir John Peter Grant (afterwards Governor of
Jamaica), one of the ablest men that the Bengal Civil Service
has ever produced. The indigo planters did their best under
misfortunes arising from no fault of theirs, but indigo planting
in Bengal inevitably succumbed to the fact that the plant could
no longer be produced with profit to the cultivator.

While some old products declined, several new products fast
rose to prominence; foremost among these were tea and coffee.
The planting of tea among the Himalayas in the north and of
coffee among the Nilgiri mountains in the south, all under
European   agency or  supervision, led immediately to ques-
tions regarding the title and tenure of land in those regions.
The  land there was technically "waste," and the absolutew
property of the State.   It could therefore be granted to indi- *
viduals, in what the Anglo-Indians loved to call " fee simple." '
After careful consideration, Canning's Government issued the',
"waste land rules," which have since become famous, and of^
which the effect was to grant to Europeans or others waste
lands as absolute property for ever free of" land tax, on the
payment of fixed sums in very moderate amounts.   A great
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